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Parishes represented:
[bookmark: _Int_Uncgan6M]Queen of Angels               (QA) (Port Angeles)
[bookmark: _Int_yRy9A73u]St. Joseph                         (SJ) (Sequim) 
[bookmark: _Int_JlsllZEd]St. Anne                            (SA) (Forks)
[bookmark: _Int_1jnl3Nky]St. Thomas Mission          (ST) (Clallam Bay)
[bookmark: _Int_T0HIgqiq]St. Mary Star of the Sea    (SMSS) (Port Townsend)


	The member parishes of the Olympic Peninsula Parish Family, though geographically broad and isolated, have a shared belief that the parishioners have the gift of a long running, deeply rooted, and connected, faith and spirituality. The QA and SMSS parishioners remind us that it was ‘very intentional for ‘pioneer’ families and clergy, and subsequent generational families that still participate today, to aid in the establishment and continued ‘life’ at each parish.” A thread of spiritual commitment is evidenced by the donation of land for the establishment of the Clallam Bay mission by one QA family. There is a shared belief throughout the Parish Family in the importance of our Catholic identity. As one SA parishioner reflected, SA and ST are “very caring, faith-filled, cohesive communities.” 

[bookmark: _Int_N0oWxDyi][bookmark: _Int_M3cBuT7g]The parishioners have deep gratitude for the gift of the presence of priests, deacons, church and school facilities, and many lay parishioners, who are all committed to ensuring parishioners have the opportunity to participate in Mass, receive the sacraments, and support our Catholic faith. 

[bookmark: _Int_Iiilb4ET]Parishioners exhibit their commitment as “partners in the Gospel” through broad participation in the Liturgy and liturgical activities at each parish location. Parishioners are extremely grateful that all parish locations offer Sunday and some weekly Masses, opportunities for confession, and at a minimum, weekly Adoration (e.g. SMSS parishioners provide volunteer support to ensure the opportunity for Adoration every Friday from noon into the early evening). 

Parishioners engage in multiple active ministries in each parish location. The ministries support Liturgical offerings (e.g. sacristans, altar servers, ministers of the Eucharist), serve and support parishioners (faith formation, adult education, community and cultural celebrations), and support outreach programs to local communities (e.g. food banks; SJ and QA Knights of Columbus; SMSS, SJ, and QA St Vincent DePaul).

Active faith formation programs, including youth catechesis, OCIA, established and evolving faith enrichment activities, support and promote evangelization and education. QA families “highly value” the “highly vibrant” preK-8th grade Catholic school (a “gift” with a rich Benedictine history and ties to St. Martin’s Abbey in Lacey as monks/priests “ran” the church, and the nuns the school, before the archdiocese assumed oversight roughly 40 years ago)

Each parish location embraces and values its Catholic community, including multi-cultural communities with strong ethnic ties existing within the congregations (e.g Hispanic, Filipino, and Guatemalan cultures). 
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