

PARTNERS IN THE GOSPEL
Parish Family Input Review: Themes and Trends Expressed at First Listening Sessions throughout the Parish Family
“Who Are We?”                       
	Parish Family:  Olympic Peninsula
Parishes represented:
Queen of Angels               (QA) (Port Angeles)
St. Joseph                         (SJ) (Sequim) 
St. Anne                            (SA) (Forks)
St. Thomas Mission          (ST) (Clallam Bay)
St. Mary Star of the Sea    (SMSS) (Port Townsend)


	Theme: Strength of Parish Faith/Spirituality
1. Gratitude for having Masses offered, funerals, Reconciliation and the other Sacraments available, the presence of 3 priests and 3 deacons
2. Each parish has strong sense of shared belief in the importance of our Catholic identity
3. All parishioners are “partners in the Gospel” as, supported by participation in the Liturgy and exhibited by commitment to and involvement in the multiple ministries
4. Very “caring”, faith-filled, cohesive communities 

(*QA Desire improved worship environment at all Masses)

	Theme: Lay Ministries
1. Multiple ministries in each parish
2. Aging population of the parishes is causing concern for sustaining the ministries
3. Ministries struggle to capture parishioner involvement and support
4. Increase the importance of outreach ministries, e.g. prison



	Theme: Faith Formation
1.  Faith formation programs - strong 
2.  Sacramental Prep - strong
3.  OCIA – available in all parishes (St. Anne and St. Thomas combined) – varying numbers of candidates and catechumens
4.  Highly vibrant preK-8th grade school (QA) highly valued by families in the parish
5.



	Theme: Youth Program / Group 
1. Need for Youth Minister / Coordinator (SMSS); Strong youth program (SJ)
2. Desire for more youth opportunities including retreats, service projects, social activities, liturgical participation
3. Need to promote and support more youth involvement in parish activities


* (SJ – Deacon highly involved with youth)

	Theme: Adult Education / Faith Enrichment / Bible Studies / Book Studies
1. Seen as important and needed – varying levels of offerings at the different parishes (SA – strong participation) (SMSS – very limited offerings)




	Theme: Hospitality / Social Committee
1. Varying levels of involvement at different parishes 
(SA strong)
(SMSS weak for general parish with exception of strong Hispanic and Filipino communities' activities; desire for more parish family activities, men’s group)
(QA – Tuesday night activities beneficial; ST – Saturday dinner)                      
                      
2. Desire more opportunities for Single Catholics, Young Adults, and ways to meet others in the parish

3. Improve welcoming efforts to both parishioners and those outside the parish community (including with signage (SMSS))



	Theme: Multicultural Communities 
1. Multiple ethnic communities across the parishes
2. Strong ties within each ethnic community
3. Importance of integration of all 



	Theme: Communication
1. Overall feeling that communication is poor. 
2. Parishes desire better communication about Partners in the Gospel – (QA – feeling that there is no “partnership” in the future plans for the parish, that there is no “shared vision”, no transparency, and no consideration of parishioner input to “improve” the parish) 
3. Desire better communication in bulletins and on website about lay leadership, structure, and activity within the parishes (QA); desire “better communication about parish decisions and rules” (SMSS)
4. Parishes do not feel “connected” to the other parishes primarily because of broad geographical area the One Parish covers
5. Parishioners like ongoing town halls conducted by the pastor, including the vicars – feel it is an opportunity to have conversation with the priests and have better communication about what is going on in the parish and the archdiocese

(*Improve communication with Spanish speakers (SMSS))

	Theme: Concern for the Elderly in the Parishes / Outreach
1. Belief that the parishes need to provide more outreach and support for the elderly, who feel “isolated”, “marginalized”, and “invisible”, and are reluctant to ask for help, as well as caregiver support
2. There is a concern for the need of broader outreach to the general community (acknowledging some support activities e.g. Saint Vincent de Paul, Food Bank)
3. Consider how parishes can take part in multi-denominational collaborative efforts and activities



	Key quotes/suggestions worth noting in synthesis:
1. Concern by QA and SJ (and potentially SMSS) for possibility of “merging” the parishes by closing down the current locations and building a new, larger church building centrally located. Concern about the cost as well as the geographical and logistical challenges for parishioners.
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